
Inspiring Skills Excellence

Benchmarking through Competition 
Activity



What is Inspiring Skills 
Excellence in Wales?

• Encourage engagement in Skills 
Competitions to raise standards

• Support national and international 
competitors to develop their skills to 
a world class standard

• Provide sector specific professional 
development for practitioners in 
Wales

• Promote vocational education 
through the use of “Have a Go” 
equipment 



Skills Competitions
Opportunity to develop higher 
technical and employability skills



Game On

“Competition is always a good thing. It forces 
us to do our best”

Nancy Pearcey

Menti.com

Code: 7963 0131



What are Skills 
Competitions?

Skills Olympics

Competitions in a selection of 
vocational areas

Delivered regionally, nationally and 
internationally

Opportunity for students, trainees 
and apprentices to benchmark and 
raise their skills





What is Skills 
Competition Wales?

• Competitions local to Wales funded by 

Welsh Government

• Competition are run by a dedicated network 

of colleges, work-based learning providers 

and employer-led organisations.

• 50+ competitions delivered across 4 

Sectors

• Successful winners from the competition 

can progress to WorldSkills UK 

competitions and can go on to become part 

of the UK squad for WorldSkills 

International competitions.



What is WorldSkills 
UK?

• WorldSkills UK is an independent charity 

and a partnership between employers, 

education and governments. 

• 50+ competitions delivered across 4 

Sectors

• A member of WorldSkills, a global 

movement of over 80 countries

www.worldskillsuk.org

http://www.worldskillsuk.org




What is Skill Build?

• The largest construction competition for 

apprentices and full-time learners in the 

UK is back and this year, following on 

from an incredible National Finals, it’s 

even bigger and better!

• 10 competitions delivered

www.goconstruct.org/skillbuild/

http://www.goconstruct.org/skillbuild/


What is WorldSkills?

WorldSkills supports young people across the 

world via competitions-based training, 

assessment and benchmarking, with members’ 

national teams ultimately testing their ability to 

achieve world-class standards in the biennial 

‘skills olympics’



Ensuring Inclusion

Portfolio of skills designed for young 

people with disabilities and learning 

difficulties to challenge, benchmark 

and raise their skills by taking part in 

competitions across a range of 

sectors. 



Where do I fit in?

WorldSkills

World Skills UK

Skills Competition Wales

Competitive activity in the workplace



September -
SCW Briefs 
Released

November  
World Skills 

UK Finals

November -
December

SCW 
Registration

January –
February

Skills 
Competition 

Wales

March 
SCW Awards 

February -
March   

World Skills 
UK 

Registration

June

SCW 
Steering 
Group

June – July 
World Skills 

UK 

Regional 
Heats

World Skills/ 
Euro Skills 
(Every 2 
years)

When to get involved?



Skills Competitions 
opening doors to 
employment
What the learner have to say?

92% of learners said that taking part in 
Skills Competition Wales 2019 improved 
their practical skills

91% of learners said that taking part in 
Skills Competition Wales 2019 improved 
their motivation

87% of learners said that taking part in 
Skills Competition Wales 2019 improved 
their confidence and self esteem

“It was a great event and gave me 
knowledge and insights to the industry I’m 

trying to get into”

“I feel as if the competition has motivated 
me to carry on what I’m doing even more, 
it’s opened my eyes on how to work in the 

gym industry “





Developing Excellence

• CPD opportunity for staff in education or 

training to broaden their knowledge and to 

update their skills. 

• We offer professionals the opportunity to 

collaborate and network with experts in the 

field and participate in technical training 

sessions.



What is the purpose 
of using competitive 
activity in the 
workplace?

Can be used as part of assessment 
(summative assessment)

Identifies areas for development (formative 
assessment)

Allows practical application of skills (in real 
world scenarios)

Opportunity to stretch and challenge skills

Prepares employees for national / 
international competition

Opportunities to engage stakeholders – raise 
profile of the course



Getting Involved

● Showcase Skills Competitions as an 

opportunity to develop skills excellence 

and the employability skills required by 

industry 

● Promote key timelines to actively 

encourage participation in competitions

● Recognise and celebrate the success of 

competitors who have engaged in 

competition activity


